VIEADOW LAKE MATTERS

Fall 2013
Meadow Lake Watershed Association

Second Summer for Our Lakeshore Restoration Project
at 5912 West Meadow Lake Road

In late May, after winter finally gave way to spring, we began eagerly inspecting the native plants and
shrubs for signs of life. We were thrilled to see that the Tamarack tree had buds. The native plants
seemed slow in coming back, but in digging through the mulch and leaves we rejoiced each time we
spotted the tiny green shoots hidden under the leaves and mulch. Even with the unusual winter
almost everything returned to life.

With the heavy spring rains, it seemed like overnight the plants and grasses would double in size.
Then as the flowers began to bloom, the butterflies and birds came to visit in increasing numbers.
We were amazed by the
number of Monarchs that
showed up this year. They all
wanted the Prairie Blazing-
stars. At times we would see
seven to ten on a single
plant. There also were sev-
eral hummingbirds that were
regular visitors this summer.
They would come to inspect
us while we sat on the deck
and then after a few minutes
they would quickly fly back to
the native plants.

We often reflect on how
blessed and grateful we are
to have the lakeshore
restoration project in our
backyard. It brings so much enjoyment. Thanks again to the Lakeshore committee, Fortin Consulting
and all the neighbors that participated in the project. Please feel free to stop by and see it for your-
selves. At this writing there are still yellow Coneflowers and purple and white New England Asters in
bloom and the Winterberry shrubs are loaded with brilliant red berries.

- The Boitz Family



Flowers Aplenty in Meadow Lake Shoreline
Restoration Project

Bob: The “All Terrain” Gardner

Bob and Marcy Grant have a very challenging
lakeshore landscape. Eliminating undesirable
plants is common to all projects. As seen here,
soil erosion control becomes a major task as well.
Their site, shown in the photo, is readily visible
from Meadow Lake Park.

After participating in the shoreline restoration
workshops provided through the Aquatic
Habitat Grant from the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources, several Meadow Lake
property owners initiated new or expanded ef-
forts to replace invasive vegetation with plants
native to Hennepin County lakeshores. A sec-
ond DNR grant is providing partial funding for
these projects.

Three projects are well under way; two more
will begin soon. Each project is unique as the
character of the shoreline varies considerably
among the five properties.

Garden Sanctuary

You who walk,
Maybe with troubled thoughts,
Come, enter here and rest
Amid the sweet serenity
Of growing things.
- Doxis M. Palmer




Calling All Shutterbugs

Minnesota seasons are a feast for the eyes. For those of you who love to capture
some of that delight with a camera, here is an invitation to send your nature pho-
tos taken in the Meadow Lake Watershed to Gene Friesen at
efriesen@comcast.net. We are always looking for photos (digital format only) to
include in future editions of Meadow Lake Matters.

Fall Reminder

Leaves in the storm
drains harm Meadow
Lake.
Look what was found recently
in the Eagle Scout Garden
while walking through Meadow
Lake Park — these happy
Yellow Coneflowers.

Chopped leaves however
are good fertilizer for
lawns and winter mulch
for flower gardens.

Meadow Lake Membership Report

The Meadow Lake Watershed Association is a nonprofit volunteer organization that was founded in
2005. Membership is open to all households within the Meadow Lake watershed. There are approxi-
mately 300 homes in the watershed. The mission statement of the association is:

Our purpose is to preserve and improve the quality and natural beauty of Meadow Lake, its wildlife
and the Meadow Lake Watershed. We will promote and encourage education for residents, students
and visitors in the best management practices, stewardship, enjoyment and preservation of the Lake
and Watershed. We will endeavor to raise funds and work with other public and private organizations,
government agencies and researchers with like objectives. We wish to promote friendship and coop-
eration among both members and non-members living on the Lake as well as residents within the Wa-
tershed and other residents and entities in close proximity to the Watershed.

The Meadow Lake Watershed Association holds an annual meeting each spring to further educate its
residents about measures we can all make to improve the health of our lake and watershed. We ask
residents that live on the lake to pay annual membership dues of $25 and those not on the lake but in
the watershed, to pay annual dues of $10. The membership dues are used to educate the community
through workshops. They have also been used to help fund the scout garden located in Meadow Lake
Park and the rain garden at Meadow Lake Elementary.

Currently, only about 10% of the households in the Meadow Lake Watershed

\h/ have paid their dues for 2013.
For your convenience, an envelope is included with this newsletter to send

in your dues.
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Visit Our Website At

www.minnestoawaters.org/group/meadowlake

VIEADOW LAKE MATTERS

Meadow Lake Watershed Association

8441 Meadow Lake Road North
New Hope, MN 55428
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